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What is “Agape”

Agape (pronounced ah-gah-pay) is a Greek word used to describe the highest form of love for God and
neighbor. Agape love is totally self-sacrificing and finds joy in voluntarily and unconditionally working for
the ultimate good of others. It is the selfless love that our Lord showed to us when He laid down His life
for us and then commanded us to love one another as He has loved us. As disciples of Christ, our
Bethlehem Catholic High School community seeks to share agape with all we meet.

Why We Serve

“...the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
And to give His life as a ransom for many.” - Matthew 20: 28

By reflecting upon the above passage from Sacred Scripture, we see that our Lord offers us the perfect
model of how we are to live our lives. Put simply, we are called to love as our Lord loves, living as men
and women for others and selflessly serving those in need. In 1 Peter 4:10, we read:

“As each has received a gift, employ it for one another,
As good stewards of God’s varied Grace...”

We at Bethlehem Catholic High School recognize and take seriously the call to serve our neighbors in the
name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. We encourage our students to go beyond the classroom and to take the
love of Christ out into their communities and to the world at large. By sharing their time and talents,
Bethlehem Catholic students joyfully work in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to bring hope and healing
to those in need. As a community of faith, we affirm that service is not simply something we do but the
way in which we are called to live each moment of our lives.

What is Service

Service to one’s neighbor comes in many forms. In Matthew’s Gospel, our Lord reminds us that anything
we do for the least of our brothers and sisters, we do for Him. In this spirit, Bethlehem Catholic students
may choose to serve in a church, school, community-focused non-profit and/or charitable organization,
health care facilities, provided that the organization does not promote or support values or goals contrary
to the teachings of the Catholic Church. When seeking out service opportunities, students are encouraged
to consider how they may live the Works of Mercy:

Corporal Works of Mercy Spiritual Works of Mercy
o Feed the hungry. o Counsel the doubtful.
o Give drink to the thirsty. o Instruct the ignorant.
o Clothe the naked. o Admonish the sinner.
o Shelter the homeless. o Comfort the sorrowful.
o Visit the sick. o Forgive injuries.
o Visit the imprisoned. o Bear wrongs patiently.
o Bury the dead. o Pray for the living and the dead.
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Service Requirements

To inspire a spirit of discipleship and servant leadership, Bethlehem Catholic High School requires each
student to complete a minimum of 15 hours of service each year between the end of the previous school
year and April 15% of the current school year.

What May Not Be Counted As Service

e Work done for organizations that in are not in alignment with Catholic values or teachings

e  While helping individuals is virtuous, praiseworthy, and in accordance with Christ’'s command to love
one another, work done that is not supervised by a representative of either Bethlehem Catholic or an
official non-profit, religious, health, or educational institution will NOT be accepted due to the
difficulty of verifying these hours (i.e. babysitting, pet sitting, helping a neighbor or family friend move,
doing yardwork or making a meal for a neighbor, or similar such activities)

e Work done for for-profit businesses, with the exception of health care facilities or schools

e Work for which students receive any form of payment or material reward

e Service to one’s own immediate or extended family members as this is already a familial obligation

e Service done during school hours, unless it is a service activity sponsored by Bethlehem Catholic

e Work related to elections, political organizations, or political candidates’ campaigns

e NHS Tutoring Hours (tutoring with organizations other than NHS is acceptable and encouraged)

e Retreat Team activities

Other Considerations & Requirements

e Students should always be mindful that they are representing Bethlehem Catholic High School in all
of their service activities. Their dress, behavior, and communication with supervisors and other
volunteers should reflect Bethlehem Catholic’s values at all times.

e Students are encouraged to seek out a variety of different service experiences throughout the year.

e Students who attend service trips may count only the hours of actual service completed. Social and
spiritual activities, transportation, or other daily tasks, may not be counted as service hours.

e Students are encouraged to seek out service opportunities within their parishes and parish schools.
Service to one’s parish/church may include, but is not limited to, altar serving, cantoring, lectoring,
ushering, volunteering for PREP or VBS, cleaning, and/or singing in the choir.

e Transfer Students: a student who transfers into Bethlehem Catholic after the first quarter will have
their service hours prorated according to the following schedule: second-quarter transfers will
complete 10 hours; third-quarter transfers will complete 5 hours; fourth-quarter transfers will
complete 2 hours. Students who transfer to Bethlehem Catholic may receive credit for service hours
completed and documented by their former schools within the same school year. Official
documentation must be provided at the time the student transfers.

e International students: International students must complete all service hours while present in the
United States. No hours may be completed in their home countries.

e Throughout the year, Campus Ministry will be sharing and promoting various service opportunities
through email. Please check your Becahi email regularly to receive updates on service events.

o If there are any questions as to whether a particular service activity is acceptable, please ask Mrs.
Maigur in the Campus Ministry Office or at hmaigur@becahi.org prior to completing the activity.
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Tracking Community Service Hours

Deadlines & Submission Requirements

Service hours are considered complete when the service activity has been accomplished, all forms of
verification have been submitted by the student through the MobileServe App, and the hours have been
approved by Mrs. Maigur. The FOUR required verifications are:

e Service Supervisor’s Name

e Supervisor’s Official Email Address

e Supervisor’s Signature (there is a signature screen on the app)

e A photo in which the student is visible doing the service work at the service location
*Please note that students should never photograph any clients of service organizations
without the knowledge and consent of the service supervisor.
**Any photos submitted for verification purposes may be used for Bethlehem Catholic’s
marketing and promotional purposes.

Service hours should be submitted on the MobileServe App on the day that the service is completed. If
that is not possible, students are encouraged to submit their service hours as soon as possible, and ideally,
no later than two weeks after the service activity is completed. This is to ensure that any issues with a
submission can be addressed as quickly as possible. Service is approved year-round, so service completed
during the summer months should also be submitted immediately upon completion and is due no later
than September 30",

Students may begin earning service hours for the current school year as soon as the previous school year
has ended. All students are required to have completed their minimum number of required service hours
by no later than April 15t of each year. Students who fail to complete their minimum number of service
hours by April 15™ will receive an “Incomplete” for their service requirement on their report card and
transcript. Juniors and seniors who fail to submit their hours by April 15" will not be permitted to
participate in Prom, and seniors will not walk at graduation or receive their diplomas. Underclassmen will
not be permitted to attend the Homecoming Dance if the previous year’s service has not been completed.
Students will have a two-week grace period after a school year ends to submit hours completed during
that school year. No previously completed hours will be accepted after that date.

Students should submit ALL service hours that they complete during their time at Bethlehem Catholic,
even those beyond the requirement. This will provide the student with an accessible record that may
be used for National Honor Society, Magis Award, scholarship, and/or college applications.

Adherence to deadlines is a form of personal responsibility, so please be faithful to this responsibility.

Tracking

Students are responsible for tracking their own service hours and submitting the appropriate
documentation through the MobileServe app when service activities have been completed. If a student
does not have access to a cell phone that can run the MobileServe app, please see Mrs. Maigur as soon
as possible to set up an alternate plan for tracking your hours.
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When using the MobileServe app for the first time, here is how to access your account:

1) Check your email for a message from “Team MobileServe.” Open the email and click on the link
to “Claim Your Account.”

2) When the MobileServe page opens, fill out the requested information, including typing in
Bethlehem Catholic High School in the “Organization” field and selecting your school counselor
from the drop-down list. Please also be sure to select your guidance counselor.

3) Once you have set up your account, download the MobileServe app onto your cell phone.

4) Log into the app using the credentials you created on the website. You are now ready to log
service hours!

Here are the required steps students should follow to submit their service hours on MobileServe:

1) Be sure to bring your phone with you to your service events in order to confirm your participation
and time with the service coordinator before leaving the location. As stated above, if you do not
have access to a cell phone that can run MobileServe, please see Mrs. Maigur to discuss an
alternate plan for logging your time.

2) When creating your service entry, please select the exact date on which the service was
completed. If submitting multiple dates for the same service activity, please select your first date
of service and include all dates in the service description when you “Tell Your Story.”

3) Please read the paragraph that outlines all of the required verifications, and type “l understand”
in the box provided.

4) Please enter the service supervisor’s name and official email address.

5) Remember that all service requires the above-listed VERIFICATIONS that must be completed on
your cell phone: the supervisor’s signature and a photo of you completing the service at the
service location, Again, you should appear in the submitted photo and should not display any
hand signs in the images.

Questions, Concerns, Issues, etc.

It is important to keep in mind that the purpose of the Agape Service Program is to form our students as
missionary disciples and servant leaders in the image of our Lord Jesus Christ. Any opportunities or ideas
for service that are not covered in this document should not be presumed to be approved. Students should
direct any questions about service opportunities to Mrs. Maigur at hmaigur@becahi.org or (610) 866-
0791, ext. 5208 in the Campus Ministry Office.

Magis Service Award of Bethlehem Catholic High School

The Meaning

Magis is a Latin term for “more” that was adopted by St. Ignatius of Loyola and suggests the spirit of
excellence in generosity and self-sacrificing love. Living the Magis is intended to help us to grow in
holiness, which is intimacy with Jesus that is manifested by a life of love and virtue. It calls us to embody
the example of Christ and to serve the common good.
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Recognition

This award distinguishes those graduating Bethlehem Catholic High School seniors who have
demonstrated, by their witness of service, they are living the Magis. Seniors are honored and visibly
recognized at the Senior Farewell Mass and wear a gold cord over their graduation gown at Baccalaureate
and Graduation.

Eligibility/Requirements

The following serve as a minimum required to be considered for this honor:

Be a graduating Bethlehem Catholic High School Senior of good reputation (Note, this honor can
be revoked at any time prior to graduation for conduct unbecoming of a Bethlehem Catholic
student).

Display a spirit of generous excellence in the service rendered (Do not just show up but be
inspirational and transformative in the way you serve).

Exceed the total number of required service hours with a minimum of at least 40 additional hours.
All hours must be documented and approved on MobileServe by May 1 for consideration.
Display a desire to experience and serve in diverse ways that challenge you to “live the more.”
(This means you will have various and diverse service opportunities, not simply doing the same
service or same type of service each year.)

Complete the following Reflection Questions in a Word document and email them to Mrs. Heather
Maigur in the Campus Ministry Office at hmaigur@becahi.org by May 1%,

Reflection Questions

The student will be required to write a brief 1-2-page reflection that answers the following three
questions (12-pt Times New Roman Font; Double Spaced; Grammar, Spelling, Punctuation, and
Proofreading count!):

1. Where or through whom did you encounter Christ in your service, and how did you grow
closer to Him?

2. How did you embody Christ through the service you rendered? What Spiritual or Corporal
Works of Mercy did you perform? Be specific.

3. What service experience had the biggest impact on you? In other words, what experience
touched your heart or moved you the most? How did it help you to grow in holiness?
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