Bethlehem Catholic High School
VHS Learning Course Application 2021 - 2022

Is VHS Learning for you? Please read the information listed below, and complete the steps in the application process.  This will allow you to make an informed decision as to whether VHS Learning will be a good match for you.  Applications that are not complete will be returned to the student.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Criteria for acceptance into the VHS Learning Program - The following items will be considered for all students applying for VHS Learning courses.
· Classroom behavior 
· Completion of assignments (there is no minimum grade requirement)
· Self-motivation
· Ability to work independently 
· Attendance (will not be a major factor, but will be considered) 
Course Policies for VHS Learning Classes. 
· A student cannot take a course that is currently offered at Bethlehem Catholic High School. 
· The administration has the right to disapprove a course. 
· VHS Learning Course Registration begins in the first week of May. Once a student has been registered for a course, they will not be allowed to withdraw from the program. However, Bethlehem Catholic reserves the right to withdraw a student from the program at any time.
· There are a limited number of seats each semester. The number of classes a student is enrolled in will be determined by the number of students accepted into the program.  AP and full year courses are considered two seats.  Semester courses are considered one seat.
· Students should review the course information carefully before making their course selections.  A student may request to switch one VHS Learning course for another prior to the start of classes.  This does not mean that a student’s request will be granted.  Requests to change a course will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  All requests must be approved by Mr. Wilde and Mrs. Fitzpatrick.  In order to request a course change, a written request stating the reason for the change must be completed by the student and signed by his/her parent or guardian.  
· Students must be able to work independently. 
· A student may need to work outside of school hours to complete weekly assignments.
· If a student does not have Internet access at home, he/she must be willing to use a public library or other source to complete the necessary course work.
How much time should I allot to complete my work for VHS Learning each week? 
Students taking a VHS Learning course during school hours have 3 ½ hours of scheduled class time.  The hours listed below include this time.
· A High School Standard level class requires students to be actively engaged in their coursework for approximately 6 - 8 hours per week
· A High School Honors level class requires students to be actively engaged in their coursework for approximately 8 - 10 hours per week
· An AP level class, requires students to be actively engaged in their coursework for approximately 
10 - 12 hours per week.
Credit for VHS Learning Courses: VHS Learning is Nationally Certified, as well as Middle States Certified.  VHS Learning Courses receive the same credit and weight, and are listed on the student transcript in the same manner as any other course offered at Bethlehem Catholic. NCAA approved courses can be found in the VHS Learning Course Catalog by selecting the More options button and selecting Yes in the NCAA drop down box.  

How and where do I take my VHS Learning course?
Students will be assigned a class period to take their VHS learning courses.  Depending on the students’ schedule, they may be assigned to the computer lab during a VHS designated class period, or to a study hall period. VHS Learning courses are taught over the Internet, and therefore are accessible from any computer that has an internet connection.  Students have the option to take a VHS Learning class without being assigned a class period during school hours. 

Who pays for VHS Learning Courses?
Bethlehem Catholic High School pays the membership fees and basic tuition for up to two VHS Learning semester courses, or one AP or year-long course.

· In years when we have a high demand for courses, students may be limited to one semester course. 
· Students wishing to take courses in addition to those paid for by Bethlehem Catholic, will be required to pay the tuition fee.  All fees must be paid for prior to being registered for a course.
· VHS Learning Course Registration takes place during the first week in May.  However, students can still be registered for courses through the first week of a course, whether it be a fall or spring semester course.
· Bethlehem Catholic does not provide any material for VHS Learning courses.  Students are responsible for any materials required for their course which are not provided through VHS Learning. 
· VHS Learning has an additional charge of $75 for AP® courses.  Students electing to take an AP® course will have to pay the additional fee.
· In addition, some VHS courses, in particular AP Music Theory and many of the AP® Science courses, have a lab fee.  Students will be required to pay the lab fee for these courses.  The lab fee is specific to each individual course, and is noted in the course description in the VHS Course Catalog.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about the program.  

Mrs. Karen Fitzpatrick
VHS Learning Site Coordinator 
Bethlehem Catholic High School
2133 Madison Avenue,
Bethlehem, PA 18017
(610) 866-0791 ext. 5226
kfitzpatrick@becahi.org


Please complete and return the information on the following pages to Mrs. Fitzpatrick in Lab 226 or via email, no later than March 19.  Students will not be registered for a VHS course until this application is received.

Understanding the VHS Learning Catalog
Course length
· Semester courses – are 15 weeks in length, and can be taken in the fall or spring semesters.
· Full Year courses – are 35 weeks in length and are made up of two semesters. The fall semester is 15 weeks and the spring semester is 18 weeks.  All AP® courses and a select group of other full-year courses fall into this category.

**Please note:  
· There are a few courses that are only offered in the fall or the spring semesters.  
· When making your course selections, please be sure that the courses you have selected are listed as Advanced Placement, High School Honors or High School Standard level courses.  You may not take a Middle School level course.

Familiarize yourself with the VHS Learning Catalog.

Select World Language from the Discipline drop down menu.
1. How many courses are available?  ________ (answer is below the More options button)

2. Search the catalog to find the AP® Environmental Science course. Complete the information below from the results of your search.  
Course _AP® Environmental Science	When Offered __________________
Discipline ____________________________________________________________
Level ______________________________	Duration ________________________
Click on the AP® Environmental Science link to go to the catalog description for the course.
3. Is this course Middle States certified?          yes  	/   no

4. Is this course NCAA Certified?	          yes    /     no  
If yes, what is the VHS Learning School Code ___________________
5. How many prerequisites are there for this course?  _______
6. VHS Learning AP® Courses have an additional fee.  What is the AP® fee?  ________
7. Some AP® Courses have lab fees?  Does this course have a lab fee?  yes   /  no
	If yes, what is the lab fee?  ____________
8. Does this course have a summer assignment?  yes  /  no
If yes, where can the summer assignment be found?
___________________________________
If yes, when is the summer assignment due?
___________________________________
9. How many Course Objectives are there?   __________
Open the Syllabus link to the right of the course title.
10. What is listed for Week 12? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Open up the link to the Media Kit to the right of the course title. Complete the following information:
Item Title/Name:  ____________________________________
ISBN: __________________________
PUB: _____________
Author:  _____________________________________________________________
Edition/Date: _______________
_______________________________________
Item Title/Name: ____________________________________________________
Value: ____________


VHS Learning Application 2021 - 2022
Name _______________________________________________Year of graduation ________ 
Briefly explain why you would like to take a VHS Learning Course ______________________________________________________________________________

Course Selection: After reviewing the VHS Learning catalog, please complete the information requested for the courses you would like to take. List the courses in order of preference. If a course is listed more than once in the catalog, it is the same course that is offered in both the fall and spring semesters. Please list at least 2 semester courses or 1 full-year course. When writing the course title, please write it exactly as it is listed. For example: The Human Body (not: Human Body). 
 
Course 1 Full title: ___________________________________________________________
Length: full year / 1 semester 	Level: 	AP 	Honors 	Standard 
Prerequisites: _____________________________________________________________

Course 2 Full title: _________________________________________________________
Length: full year / 1 semester 	Level: 	AP 	Honors	Standard 
Prerequisites: _____________________________________________________________

Course 3 Full title: ___________________________________________________________
Length: full year / 1 semester 	Level:	 AP 	Honors 	Standard 
Prerequisites: ______________________________________________________________

Please list what activities you are involved in at Bethlehem Catholic. This will not affect your acceptance into the program. It is used as a means of scheduling students. If you have more activities in the fall, you may be placed in a spring course
______________________	______________________	______________________
If you are only taking one VHS Learning semester course and need it scheduled for a specific semester, please note this below and state the reason.  For example, if you are taking a semester course at Beca that is held in the fall, you would need a spring VHS Learning course.

_______ fall semester course only		_______ spring semester course only

Reason:  ____________________________________________________________

Please list any other information I need to know in order to schedule your course(s).

______________________________________________________________________________

Student/Parent Contract
Please carefully read each of the statements below. A parent and the student must initial each statement. Then complete the signature portion at the bottom of this page.  Upon completion, return pages 3 - 6 of this application to Mrs. Fitzpatrick in Lab 226 or via email, no later than March 19th.
· We have reviewed the information provided in this document, the course descriptions and prerequisites for the course(s) listed above.  We understand that a student will not be allowed to drop a VHS Learning course once they are officially registered on the VHS Learning registration system.
· Students taking a VHS Learning course, must meet the grading standards set forth by Bethlehem Catholic High School.  Therefore, a student must achieve a grade of 70 or higher to receive credit for the course.  
· A student who does not achieve a grade of 70 or higher will need to retake the course.  They will also be responsible for reimbursing Bethlehem Catholic High School for the cost of the course.
· Students taking an AP course will be responsible for the additional VHS Learning fee of $75.
· Students taking an AP course, as per Diocesan policy, must take the AP Exam(s) for their course.
· Students are responsible for paying any lab fees involved with the VHS Learning course they take.

			
Name of Student (please print)	 date

__________________________________________		
Student’s birthday	 Bethlehem Catholic e-mail address

			
 Name of Parent/Guardian (please print)	 date

			
 Signature of Parent/Guardian	 e-mail address

			
	 phone number

			
 Name of Parent/Guardian (please print)	 date


			
 Signature of Parent/Guardian		 e-mail address

			
 phone number

	
Street	

					
City	State	Zip Code
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